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Abstract. After 18 years the outer parts of the ejecta of SNl 987 A are interacting with the inner ring. 
This ejecta-ring interaction is the source of most of the activity associated with the supernova. The 
physical effects are detectable at all accessible wavelengths. Some of these are described with particular 
focus on IR radiation associated with dust. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The present physical situation (to first order) with SNl 987 A is as follows: The ejecta, 

with its inherent density gradient, is expanding into the circumstellar medium (CSM) 
which consists of an ambient interstellar medium (ISM) overlaid with the remnants of 

both a red and blue supergiant wind both of which must have structural inhomogeneities 
as well as departures from 3-dimensional symmetry. The associated forward and reverse 
shocks are generating radiation at various wavelengths by various mechanisms. The 

presence of dust in the ejecta and in the CSM further complicates the picture. The 
ultimate aim is to decode all the observed effects. Here we concentrate on the dust and 
how it manifests itself. We note that at the time of this meeting SNl 987 A was about 

7050 days from the time of explosion. We will be discussing IR observations made with 
Gemini South, CTIO 4m, Spitzer, optical observations with HST and also referring to 

Xray observations from Chandra, and radio observations from ATNF and MOST. 

MORPHOLOGY OF THE RING STRUCTURE 

In he past 3 years ground-based imaging observations have been successful in resolving 
the inner ring structure. 
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